Hutton Church of England Sixth Form
Information for Students and Parents

Welcome

We are delighted to welcome you to our Sixth Form. Whether you are new to Hutton or have joined us from the main school, we will do our very best to ensure that your time as a Sixth Form student will be a happy, enjoyable and successful experience.

Whatever your future goal, whether it be university, apprenticeship or employment, we shall strive to provide you with the very highest standards of support, teaching and resources to allow you to reach your full potential.

The jump from GCSE to A-level study can be quite a challenge so be assured that at Hutton we shall not let you struggle on your own. As part of a supportive environment, you will never be just a number; instead you will find lots of personal encouragement and help. I wish you all the best as you embark upon this new and exciting path to success.

Attendance

Excellent attendance is crucial if students wish to be successful in their studies at Hutton Sixth Form. Students should therefore attend all sessions and lessons unless they are ill or taking part in approved activities. Parents must notify us if their son/daughter is absent by leaving a message on the absence answerphone. We will send text messages home to inform parents if students miss any lessons. 

Dress Code
We expect Sixth Form students to set a good example by being neatly and smartly presented. Students should aim to dress in clothes that would be appropriate in an office.

Please note that hair colour should be within the natural colour range.

Boys:

Formal shirts or polo shirts of any colour

Plain suit jacket or blazer (black, grey or navy blue) or pullover
Black, grey or navy blue trousers (no denim or jeans)

Shoes – no trainers

Girls:

Plain navy, grey, black or smart black & white skirts of any reasonable design and length

Blouse (not T-shirt). Any colour

Jumper or cardigan – any colour (plain)

Navy, grey, or black trousers (no denim, no jeans, no track-suit bottoms and no shorts)

Shoes – no trainers

Girls should note that leggings are a substitute for tights, not trousers.

Start of Term
The Autumn Term starts on Wednesday 2nd September. Sixth Form students will be required to attend from 1:05pm. The first day will be spent on Sixth Form Induction with their Form Tutor and then lessons will commence from Thursday 3rd September. 
On a normal day, the school day starts at 8:50am and finishes at 3:05pm.
Expectations
An important aim of students in the Sixth Form is to achieve excellent results in examinations and to gain entry to Higher Education or obtain a better job than they would have done at the end of Year 11.

In order for us to help you to reach higher to achieve your potential, it is important that you fulfil certain obligations.  The staff therefore expect that you will:

· Attend school regularly and arrive punctually for all lessons;

· Organise study programmes carefully so that no time is wasted and set work is done thoroughly and handed in on time;

· Do work beyond that which is set so as to develop a wider and deeper understanding of the subjects being studied;

· Work silently when you are in the study zones;

· Become involved in the life of the school by helping with duties, taking part in clubs, drama productions, social services and community service;

· Try to get to know your tutor and your subject teachers well so that you will feel able to discuss any problems with them;

· Set a good example to the rest of the school by dressing sensibly, in accordance with the dress code;

· Inform your tutor and subject teachers in advance if you know you are going to be away from school;

· Ensure that any part-time work commitments do not interfere with your academic studies;

· Take responsibility for your own learning and use your private study time in a purposeful way.
· Wear your Sixth Form identity lanyard at all times.
You are expected to complete a minimum of four hours work per subject per week in addition to your lessons.

Contact with school

Form tutors and subject teachers should be the first point of contact if you have any queries or concerns. The other main points of contact are Mr Hill, Director of Sixth Form and Miss Wright, Assistant Director of Sixth Form. The easiest way to contact staff is by e-mail via the contact gateway on the school website. If you prefer to discuss issues face-to-face please call on 01772 613112 to make an appointment. 
School Synergy
Hutton Sixth Form will be using School Synergy from September 2020. This system helps manage and report on many aspects of school life including behaviour, homework, attendance and communication.  Students will be given log in details once they start and you will also be given an access code to set up your account for the parent portal. School Synergy will become the single access point for Parents and Carers, providing up to date news and information, a place to communicate and engage with school and the ability to track the progress and development of your child as it happens.  

Catering
Food is available to Sixth Form students at break time, either in the Dining Hall or in the Sixth Form Centre. A cashless system is operated and accounts need to be topped up in advance via our online payment system on SCOpay. Log-in detail for this will be distributed at the start of term. 
Sixth Form Council
The Sixth Form Council represents the students and organises and co-ordinates social and extra-curricular activities.  Membership of the Council is by election and any student may place items for discussion before this Council.  All Sixth Form students are encouraged to participate in the extra-curricular life of both the Sixth Form and the School as a whole and a wide range of opportunities exists to develop initiative in the organisation of specific events. 

Work
Sixth Form study extends beyond doing the work ‘set’.  It also involves a considerable measure of personal organisation by the student. We consider that to gain full advantage from a Sixth Form course a student should be working at home for not less than 12 hours per week.  If this is not happening something is going wrong and needs investigation.   We accept that students often need to seek paid employment but we are concerned that this can have a harmful effect on A Level studies.  Most students will find their studies adversely affected if their paid employment is in excess of twelve hours a week.

Acceptable Use of ICT

All students are expected to sign our Acceptable Use Policy. This is designed to make students aware of their responsibilities when using school ICT systems to make sure they do so safely and in line with our policies and procedures.

Work Experience 

All students in Year 12 will complete a week of work experience during the summer term. Students are responsible for finding their own placement and more information to guide you through the process will be distributed during the autumn term.

Enrichment
Students are offered an excellent range of enrichment activities to broaden their skills, develop their talents and prepare them for employment, university and beyond.  All students in the lower sixth complete the EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) which is an independent research project that is equivalent to half an A Level, and towards the end of the lower sixth, each student completes a week long work experience placement.
There are many other opportunities available for our Sixth Form students, from participating in sports on Wednesday afternoons to performing in arts and musical productions to running charity and fund raising events to serving on the Sixth Form Council to holding positions of leadership and responsibility within the whole school.
Also, many subjects enhance the delivery of their courses with trips to local venues and further afield.

16-19 Bursary Fund

The 16-19 Bursary Fund is provided by the government to support the most vulnerable young people to participate in and benefit from post-16 education. The criteria for awarding a bursary are reviewed on an annual basis and full details of the eligibility criteria will be published at the start of the autumn term. Students who are eligible can claim funding to assist them with the following costs:
· Transport to school

· Lunches (credit applied directly to school dinner account daily)

· Text books

· Essential course equipment (e.g. essential stationery, art supplies)

· Educational trips within departments

· Costs to attend HE open days / interviews

· UCAS fees

· Other directly relevant educational costs

Application forms will be available from Monday 7th September 2020 and the deadline for completed applications to be submitted will be Monday 28th September 2020.
