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Dear Parents, Guardians, and Friends of Hutton,

As we come to the c lose of the Autumn term, I  would l ike to thank you for the
commitment,  support  and sense of shared purpose that cont inue to shape l i fe at
Hut ton. Chris tmas is a t ime to pause, ref lect  and give thanks for the communi ty we
are part  of ,  and for the values that guide us.

Our vis ion at Hut ton Church of England Grammar School and Sixth Form is to
nur ture a Chris t ian communi ty underpinned by our core value of koinonia — the
abi l i ty to l ive wel l  together. This v is ion cal ls  us to create an inclusive, calm and
safe environment in which every individual is  valued, supported and encouraged
to f lour ish, both academical ly and personal ly.

The Chris tmas s tory i tse l f  speaks powerfu l ly in to this v is ion. I t  te l ls  of  God
choosing to enter the world not in power or pr iv i lege, but in humil i ty,  connect ion
and communi ty. At i ts  heart  is  a message of l ight,  hope and belonging — a
reminder that we are cal led to care for one another and to l ive wi th compassion,
generosi ty and grace. These are the very principles that koinonia invi tes us to l ive
by each day.

Throughout this term, we have seen many examples of koinonia in act ion: in the
way s tudents support  one another, in the dedicat ion and professional ism of our
s taf f ,  and in the s t rong partnership we share wi th fami l ies and the wider
communi ty. In a world that can of ten feel  divided, these moments of uni ty and
shared responsibi l i ty are especial ly important.  This newslet ter shows some of the
many wonderfu l  moments in school,  what i t  cannot do is to capture the l i t t le acts
of kindness, the care that our pupi ls  and s tudents show for each other.  From a
cheery ‘Good morning!’  to holding a door open or invi t ing someone alone to join
them – these things are what make Hut ton such a special  place.

As we look ahead to the year to come, we remain commit ted to our vis ion and to
cont inuing to l ive wel l  together as a school communi ty, guided by our Chris t ian
values and a shared sense of purpose.

On behal f  of  everyone at Hut ton, I  wish you and your fami l ies a peaceful ,  joyful
and blessed Chris tmas, and every good wish for the New Year.

Every blessing to you al l ,
Mrs N Moran

Headteacher Hut ton Church of England
Grammar School and Sixth Form



Access to school
during the school day
Parents,  v is i tors and pupi ls  requir ing
access to the school during school
hours must  now enter via the Old
Memorial  Gate (r ight hand side when
looking at the school f rom Liverpool
Road). There are designated vis i tor
parking spaces on this s ide.
The gate on the other s ide is
designated for del iver ies only and
cannot be opened by the school of f ice.

The recent Ful l  School Counci l  meet ing gave s tudent representat ives f rom al l  year
groups the chance to share concerns and suggest  ideas to improve school l i fe.

Issues raised included toi le t  faci l i t ies,  food avai labi l i ty and pricing, luncht ime
queues, and muddy pathways. Students also suggested posi t ive ini t iat ives such as
fundrais ing for new gym equipment and creat ing a s tudent - led weekly newslet ter.

Representat ives wi l l  now gather wider feedback through House and Year Group
Counci ls  and return af ter February hal f  term with c lear proposals.  Thank you to al l
s tudents for their  valuable contr ibut ions.

School Council Update



Back in November, the year 11 team travel led to Edinburgh for an act ion-packed
rugby tour combining compet i t ive sport  and sightseeing.

On Fr iday, the boys faced George Watson’s Col lege, one of Scot land’s s t rongest
rugby schools.  Hut ton made an outs tanding s tar t ,  dominat ing the f i rs t  20 minutes and
racing into a 0–19 lead. However, a lapse in in tensi ty al lowed the opposi t ion back
into the game, and by hal f - t ime the score had swung to 21–19. George Watson’s
brought on s t ronger players in the second hal f  and eventual ly ran out 63–19 winners.
Despi te the resul t ,  the boys remained posi t ive, showing excel lent  spor tsmanship by
sharing lunch wi th the opposi t ion af ter the match.

Saturday af ternoon was spent explor ing Edinburgh’s ci ty centre. The team walked
along Pr inces Street ,  took in views of the Old Town and Edinburgh Cast le,  and
enjoyed the Chris tmas markets.

The tour concluded on Sunday wi th a vis i t  to Murrayf ie ld Stadium to watch Scot land
take on Tonga. I t  was a fantast ic experience and a f i t t ing end to the weekend.

Special  awards went to Oscar E as Best  Touris t ,  and Oliver H, who was named Player
of the Match.

Y11 Edinburgh Rugby Tour



Our Year 11 s tudents recent ly took part  in an exci t ing and future - focused
“AIpprent ice” chal lenge, where they s tepped into the shoes of AI entrepreneurs for
the day. Hosted at a local fur ther educat ion hub, the event brought together young
people f rom a range of schools to tackle real -wor ld problems using cut t ing-edge
Art i f ic ial  In te l l igence tools and creat ive thinking.

Throughout the day, s tudents worked in teams to design their  own AI -powered
solut ion that addressed an industry -set  chal lenge. Af ter a fas t -paced introduct ion to
AI and i ts  impact on businesses and society, teams toured the col lege’s faci l i t ies,  met
current s tudents,  and gained an insight in to the growing opportuni t ies wi thin the
digi tal  and technology sectors.

The core of the day focused on ideat ion, col laborat ion, and innovat ion. Students
developed their  concepts using digi tal  tools,  ref ined their  pi tches, and prepared for a
high-energy "Dragon’s Den" s ty le showdown in f ront of a panel of industry,
educat ion, and local representat ives. The judging panel were impressed by the
students’  conf idence, creat iv i ty,  and abi l i ty to think cr i t ical ly under pressure.

We are del ighted to share that our s tudents f inished 2nd place overal l ,  an
outs tanding achievement considering the high s tandard of entr ies.  Judges praised
their  s t rong teamwork, entrepreneurial  mindset,  and wel l - thought -out  presentat ion.

Beyond compet i t ion success, the event of fered valuable opportuni t ies for personal
growth. Students developed ski l l s  in communicat ion, digi tal  l i teracy, creat iv i ty,
resi l ience and problem-solving, whi le gaining insight in to post -16 s tudy routes and
future careers in the rapidly evolving tech sector.

Year 11 excel at “AIpprentice” Mega Day –
Second Place Success!



Well done to Ethan P, who has been selected to represent Lancashire Schools
Footbal l  for the second t ime. Ethan came through a highly compet i t ive select ion
hel lo

Ethan represents Lancashire Schools Football

process, taking part  in
several t r ia ls involving
over 250 players.  He has
also been named team
captain, which is a
tremendous honour and
ref lects his leadership and 
commitment.

This is  a s igni f icant
achievement for Ethan,
who works except ional ly
hard in his spor t  and
cont inues to excel at  a
high level .

Hut ton’s cross -country squads produced a fantast ic set
of resul ts  on Saturday, showing determinat ion,
resi l ience, and outs tanding team spir i t  throughout the
day.

The Year 7 team set  the tone ear ly, led by a superb
1st -p lace f inish f rom Louis Bi lsborrow, supported by
strong runs f rom Ted Proctor,  James Wynn and Wil l
Proctor.  Our Year 8/9 boys fol lowed this wi th another
excel lent  showing, including a top- three f inish f rom
Gabe Sardais and impressive posi t ions f rom the
whole squad.

In the South Ribble U16 Championships, Hut ton’s
runners cont inued the momentum. Strong
performances f rom Samir F (11th),  Ethan P (12th),
Jasper K (14th) and Ethan W (17th) secured the team
3rd place in a highly compet i t ive f ie ld.

Across the age groups, Hut ton f inished:
U12s – 2nd
U14s – 2nd
U16s – 3rd

These resul ts  meant Hut ton c laimed a superb 2nd place overal l  in the boys’ compet i t ion.

A huge wel l  done to every runner — not jus t  for the resul ts ,  but for the way they
supported each other throughout the day. A real display of Hut ton character.

A Brilliant Day for Hutton Cross-Country



As part  of  our school’s outreach and enrichment programme, we hosted a Pr imary
Schools Quiz Night,  welcoming pupi ls  f rom several local pr imary schools along wi th
their  parents and teachers. The event aimed to provide an engaging and enjoyable
evening whi le encouraging teamwork, problem-solving, and enthusiasm for learning.

The quiz night consis ted of a variety of rounds, including both wri t ten quest ions and
pract ical  chal lenges. One of the highl ights was the pract ical  act iv i ty rounds, such as
an egg-drop chal lenge, which tes ted s tudents’  creat iv i ty and problem-solving ski l l s .
In addi t ion, there was a dedicated parents’  round, al lowing parents to take part  and
adding a fun, compet i t ive element to the evening.

The event was supported by Sixth Form s tudents,  who designed and del ivered the
quiz rounds, helped run the pract ical  act iv i t ies,  and assis ted wi th refreshments
throughout the evening. Their  involvement played a key role in ensuring the event
ran smoothly and provided a welcoming experience for al l  par t ic ipants.

Throughout the evening, there was a l ively and posi t ive atmosphere, wi th
refreshments avai lable for s tudents and parents between rounds. The night
concluded with the announcement of the winning team, wi th Cop Lane CE Pr imary
School taking f i rs t  place. Al l  par t ic ipants were congratulated for their  enthusiasm,
teamwork, and ef for t .

Overal l ,  the Pr imary Schools Quiz Night was a successfu l  and enjoyable event that
s t rengthened l inks wi th local pr imary schools and provided a memorable experience
for s tudents,  fami l ies,  and s taf f .

Primary Schools Quiz Night By Anton B STEM Leader,  (Year 12)

Christmas Concert
A huge thank you to al l  the pupi ls  who took part  in the
Chris tmas Concer t .  We’ve had great feedback from the
parents and fami l ies who were in at tendance.

Thank you to Mrs Massey and Mr Pemberton who work
so hard put t ing on extra curr icular act iv i tes and planning
events l ike these. 

Sold out!



HGSA News

Thank you for your continued support!

We are incredibly gratefu l  for the
cont inued and wide-ranging support  of the
HGSA, whose commitment to our school
communi ty has made a real and vis ible
di f ference throughout the year. Their  work
goes far beyond fundrais ing alone,
helping to create opportuni t ies for our
boys, s t rengthen communi ty l inks, and
ensure that the prof i le of our school is
proudly represented across the wider
area.

This term alone, the HGSA has supported
the school through i ts  presence at local
Chris tmas markets,  alongside the
organisat ion of two discos, the Chris tmas
Fair,  refreshments at  events such as cross -
country f ix tures and primary school
sport ing opportuni t ies.  When we refer to
the HGSA, we mean not jus t  an
organisat ion, but the dedicated s taf f ,
volunteers and parents who generously
give their  t ime, energy and enthusiasm to
support  school l i fe in so many ways.

These are jus t  a few examples of the new
and evolving ways in which the HGSA has
supported the school this year. Their
commitment,  creat iv i ty and wi l l ingness to
s tep forward whenever help is needed is
hugely appreciated by s taf f  and s tudents
al ike, and we are incredibly thankful  for
everything they cont inue to do for our
school communi ty.

Mr Chris t ie (Deputy Head)

The Chris tmas Fair

Penwortham Chris tmas Market



We celebrated the end of the term with our t radi t ional
celebrat ion assemblies. Students f rom al l  year groups
gathered in the main hal l ,  where, led by their
respect ive Heads of Year, they came together to honor
achievements across various areas— from posi t ive
points and subject  pr izes to sport ing accolades and
other noteworthy accomplishments throughout the
school year. 

As a new ini t iat ive, we are celebrat ing the top
posi t ive points winners in each year group. The top
three s tudents (Gold winners)  enjoyed a t r ip to
Arcade Club in Blackpool,  before being joined by
the next three (Si lver winners)  for a celebratory
brunch at Hickory’s in Hut ton. The top nine s tudents
(Gold, Si lver and Bronze) in each year group were
also entered into a prize draw to win an Amazon
voucher.

Wel l  done to al l  our winners -  their  hard work and
commitment have been wel l  deserved and
recognised. 

As we look ahead to next term, the points sys tem
wil l  be reset ,  giving every s tudent a f resh
opportuni ty to work towards Bronze, Si lver and Gold
Awards. We look forward to seeing s tudents
cont inue to demonstrate the posi t ive behaviours,
ef for t ,  and values that are recognised and rewarded
within our school communi ty.

Gold Silver and Bronze
Awards

Celebration Assemblies



As always, we celebrated the success of our GCSE
and A Level Class of 2025. I t  was wonderfu l  to
welcome everyone back to school to col lect  their
exam cer t i f icates, along wi th subject  pr izes, spor t ing
cups, and Headteacher awards. Our guest  speakers,
Mr Archie Urey (GCSE) and Dr Peter Wil l iams (A
Level ) ,  spoke to the year groups about their
experiences at school,  in Sixth Form, and in l i fe
beyond. 

Thank you to al l  the fami l ies who at tended and
helped make the occasion so special .

GCSE and A Level
Presentation Evenings

Our 2025 Headboys, Ben, Jack and Anton

Our 2025 Sixth Form
Leadership Team with Mr Hi l l
and Miss Yule

I f  anyone s t i l l  
needs to col lect  
their  cer t i f icates,

please contact  m.greenal l@hut tongrammar.co.uk
to arrange col lect ion.



Christmas Dinner
Thank you to our cater ing team for
providing an amazing Chris tmas lunch for
both s taf f  and s tudents.  Mrs Langfie ld and
her team worked incredibly hard to create
a t ru ly fes t ive experience, f rom the
del ic ious Chris tmas lunch to the popular
fes t ive ciabat tas. Their  ef for t  and
dedicat ion were great ly appreciated by
everyone.

Church Service at St Andrews
The whole school walked down to St  Andrew’s for our
Chris tmas service. I t  was a lovely event,  and we are
very gratefu l  to the c lergy for making us feel  so
welcome, as always. A big thank you goes to The Hut ton
Col lect ive for their  beaut i fu l  s inging. The pupi ls
behaved impeccably and sang wonderfu l ly throughout
the service.

Our annual Chris tmas game involved dressing up as
form tutors as Chris tmas t rees (Mr Browne, r ight )



Hut ton Sixth Form s tudents kicked of f  the
fes t ive season by donning their  Santa
sui ts  for the annual Santa Dash in
support  of St  Catherine’s Hospice.
Organised by Miss Yule, the event saw
students race around the school grounds
before returning gi f ts  to the Sixth Form,
rais ing over £500 for the chari ty.

Our winning team, Sam, Oscar, James,
Eddie and Charl ie

Hutton Sixth Form 
News

Spectroscopy in a Suitcase Kit
Our Year 12 and 13 chemis try s tudents had the
chance to explore the pract ical  s ide of their  A
level  course when Lancaster Univers i ty vis i ted
with their  Spectroscopy in a Sui tcase ki t .

A huge thank you to Lancaster Univers i ty for
giving our s ix th formers such an engaging
experience that wi l l  help to reinforce their
theory work.

Santa Dash for St Catherine’s
Hospice



Natural Hazards conference Manchester
In November A Level  geography s tudents at tended the Natural  Hazards Conference
in Manchester.  They were able to experience a dynamic and inspir ing deep dive into
the world of volcanoes, ear thquakes, and plate tectonics. Featur ing talks f rom
leading experts,  the conference was able to bring our Edexcel curr iculum to l i fe.

Year 12 s tudents were inspired by a vis i t  f rom the Preston Street  Pastors,  who
shared how compassion guides their  work support ing vulnerable people on the
ci ty’s s t reets.  They spoke about helping the homeless, support ing those on nights
out,  and making a di f ference through smal l  acts of k indness, such as providing f l ip -
f lops, hot dr inks, and taxi fares.

The team also of fered pract ical  advice on s taying safe during nights out.  I t  was an
engaging and upl i f t ing session, and thanks go to Paul and his team for sharing
their  experiences.

Street Pastors Inspire Year 12 with Message
of Compassion



Taylor T (Yr 13) has had an ar t ic le publ ished on LabourL is t .  Which can be viewed
here. 

I t ’s  an incredible achievement to have his wri t ing featured on a nat ional plat form at
his age (or any!) .  The piece is super thought fu l ,  c lear and wel l  wri t ten. A great  
achievement and one he should be real ly proud of.

Politics Student Published on National
Platform

Christams Tree
Competition

Christmas Quiz
A huge thank you to our Sixth Form
Counci l  for organis ing the Chris tmas
Quiz. I t  was a fantast ic event,  and
special  thanks go to Tyler and Jacob for
al l  their  hard work and ef for t

Our Sixth Form form groups took part  in a
Chris tmas t ree compet i t ion. Wel l  done to Walton,
who won with their  fantast ic t ree made from
donat ions for the food bank. Thank you to
everyone across Sixth Form for al l  your ef for t  and
creat iv i ty.

https://labourlist.org/2025/11/winning-back-young-voters/


100 Skips a Day
Challenge 
Well done to Elliot C (yr8), who
completed 100 skips per day in
October and raised over £200 for
Cancer Research UK in the process. 

£367 was raised on our Wear
Something Festive Day towards
outside drinking water facilities,
plus we received lots of donations
for the Food Bank, which was
kindly delivered by Mrs Watson
along with  Sixth Form Volunteers.

Wear Something
Festive fund raiser Sixth Form Entry for

September 2026
Any one wishing to apply for

Hut ton Sixth Form should complete
the appl icat ion on our websi te

here

Term Dates for
2026-27

Our term dates for the next
academic year are avai lable now

via our websi te here.

Hutton Church of England Grammar School and Sixth Form is launching a consultation period
to change our admissions number from 149 to 128. This affects the admissions policy for the
2027-2028 intake onwards. A six week consultation period from 10  December 2025 to 21
January 2026 has commenced.

th st

The proposed changes aim to secure the future of Hutton as the demographic changes within
the area.
This consultation is in line with the requirements of the codes and relevant admissions
legislation, which at the date of this Agreement is section 89 of the School Standards and
Framework Act 1998 as amended, and Regulations under that section, Academy Trust
Determination of Admission Arrangements.

If you would like to submit a comment, please email:
admissions@huttongrammar.co.uk and include the subject line of ‘Admissions Consultation’. 
All responses received will be considered by the Governing Body once the consultation has
closed on 21st January.

Consultation on proposed changes to our admissions

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9F6RWElyYk2xggHtJaHqhcNJLHjDRJxKv_3uqQkdVcRUQVhWMk1EMFAwN1U4V1VKTVFTWFpUWEI3NS4u&route=shorturl
https://www.huttongrammar.org/parent-area/term-dates-and-school-calendar-page-2/
mailto:admissions@huttongrammar.co.uk
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“Continuing the History”“Continuing the History”“Continuing the History”

As the membership of the associat ion grows so too does i ts  re levance and presence
in school wi th a number of ini t ia t ives being supported by ‘Old Hut tonians’ and one
such recent event was the annual pr ize giving ceremony held at the school.  The Old
Hut tonian Associat ion Commit tee are proud to have part ic ipated by the giving of a
unique and inaugural ‘Legacy Award’ which wi l l  now be awarded annual ly.

A person’s legacy is the enduring impact that they leave on the world and the
memories they create in others,  which can include mater ial  possessions l ike money
or other property, or in tangible things l ike values, knowledge and wisdom. I t  is  the
sum of their  l i fe’s act ions and the mark that they make on the hearts and minds of
those around them, which can intent ional ly be bui l t  through conscious choices.

The Old Hut tonian Legacy Award is presented to the s tudent,  who in the opinion of
the teaching s taf f ,  has created such a legacy securing a las t ing impact here at
Hut ton Grammar School and in doing so, has ref lected and, reinforced the values of
the school.  Indeed, i t  is  someone whose personal goals,  act ions, decis ions and
words have made a s igni f icant contr ibut ion and a posi t ive di f ference to the l ives of
others here at Hut ton.

The Old Huttonian Legacy (inaugural) Award 

The recipient of the 2025 award has
represented the school at  every event possible
and has served the school wel l  throughout his
t ime at Hut ton as an exemplary role model
and head boy. He has also represented the
school at  spor ts events and as an individual,
competed at a nat ional level  and I  t rus t  wi l l
cont inue to not only uphold the t radi t ions of
Hut ton Grammar School but cont inue the
his tory of the Old Hut tonian Associat ion for
many years to come.

The Associat ion President Mr. John Lucas was
pleased to present the award to Ben R.
Congratulat ions Ben! (Ben received an
engraved glass t rophy, a f ramed cer t i f icate
and an Amazon Voucher) .



Old HuttonianOld Huttonian
AssociationAssociation
Old Huttonian
Association

“Continuing the History”“Continuing the History”“Continuing the History”

His funeral took place at West Lancashire
Crematorium, on Fr iday 5th December 2025 and
celebrated fur ther at  Hi l ls ide Golf  Club where J im
was a keen member. There was a good turnout
f rom Old Hut tonians including a s igni f icant
number of former teaching s taf f .  His son Andrew
and daughter Sarah led the remembrance of their
dad with some wonderfu l  memories shared.

Our thoughts are wi th them and al l  his fami ly and
fr iends at this t ime.

Rest  in Peace J im and thank you for your service.

Remembering Jim Marsh
The ‘Old Hut tonian Associat ion’ and the school communi ty were saddened to learn
of the passing of former teacher J im Marsh who died on 9th November 2025 aged
82. J im was Head of His tory at  Hut ton and ‘Housemaster’  of  Rawstorne and is
fondly remembered by s tudents he taught during his t ime at the school.  He had been
i l l  for a whi le.



Hutton
Sixth
Form

STEM Plus 
Christmas

Lectures 2025
4 , 11  and 17  December 2025th th th



STEM Plus at Hutton Sixth Form

The STEM Plus programme at Hutton Sixth Form
gives students the opportunity to explore
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics far beyond the classroom and
examination syllabus. Designed to inspire
curiosity and ambition, the programme helps
students discover the breadth of opportunities
available within STEM-related pathways.

Students can choose to take on a variety of
roles within STEM Plus. Some become STEM
ambassadors and leaders, representing the
programme and helping to promote STEM
across the school, while others enjoy
supporting younger pupils through lower school
and primary outreach events. These
experiences help develop confidence,
leadership skills and a strong sense of
responsibility.

Every STEM Plus student is also paired with an
industry mentor, providing invaluable guidance
on university applications, apprenticeships and
future employment. In addition, our Year 12
work experience programme offers hands-on
placements within industry, allowing students to
gain real-world experience and insight into
STEM careers.

Together, these opportunities ensure that STEM
Plus students are well prepared, well informed
and ready to take their next steps beyond
Hutton Sixth Form.

Christmas Lectures 2025

We were privileged to host three external
speakers from the world of STEM as part of the
Hutton Sixth Form Christmas Lectures 2025.
These sessions offered our GCSE and A Level
students valuable insights into the wide range
of opportunities available within STEM. This is
only the beginning. Many more events are
planned as part of our STEM Plus programme
throughout the year. 

Members of the group have written reports on
the lectures. 

Programme Benefits

Personalised STEM Mentors
Receive one to one guidance from industry
professionals who inspire and support your
STEM ambitions.

Christmas Lectures
Take part in sessions led by top scientists,
engineers, and innovators from academia and
industry.

STEM Conference Day
Join exciting talks and workshops exploring the
latest STEM developments and innovations.

Work Experience Placements
Gain valuable, hands-on experience in STEM
related industries to enhance your skills and
future prospects.

Primary Liaison
Inspire younger pupils through primary school
STEM lessons, developing your leadership and
communication skills.



Thursday 4  December 2025th

Written by Anton B, Year 12, Hutton Sixth Form STEM Leader

As part of our STEM enrichment programme, we welcomed
James Allison, Technical Director of the Mercedes Formula
One Team, who delivered an engaging lecture on how
Formula One functions and the careers that support the sport.

James began by explaining that Formula One operates
through three key organisations. The FIA acts as the governing
body, creating and enforcing regulations. The Formula One
Group manages the commercial side of the sport, including
promotion, broadcasting, and race events. Finally, the teams
design, build, and race the cars, operating as large
organisations that combine engineering excellence with
business management. Teams receive funding through a
variety of income streams, including sponsorship, prize
money, and commercial revenue, with budgets often reaching
hundreds of millions of pounds.

He then discussed the range of careers within Formula One,
highlighting the importance of business and commercial roles
in maintaining sponsor relationships, managing finances, and
ensuring long-term competitiveness.

A key part of the lecture focused on aerodynamic
development and idea progression. James explained that an
aerodynamicist may propose an idea which is first reviewed
by the team. If it is not promising, it is discarded. If approved,
it is tested using a supercomputer, and only successful results
progress to the wind tunnel, where the same evaluation
process applies. Although physical testing is heavily restricted,
teams can use AI-based simulation, which is often more
effective than human judgement and allows ideas to be tested
without the same limitations.

James concluded by emphasising the importance of team
spirit and collaboration, explaining that strong communication
and trust across the team are essential for success in Formula
One. Overall, the lecture was informative and inspiring,
providing a clear insight into the sport as both a technological
and business-driven industry.

Formula One: STEM, Sport or Business?
With James Allison - Technical Director, Mercedes
AMG PETRONAS F1 Team



Thursday 11  December 2025th

Written by Monica P, Year 13, Hutton Sixth Form STEM Ambassador 

This week, we welcomed guest speaker Dr John McNally, who spoke about his work at Project One,
currently the only project in Europe focused on cracking ethane sustainably. The talk offered insight into
an advanced industrial development that aims to balance progress with environmental responsibility.

Dr McNally described how the project site is being built and outlined the many challenges involved in
its development. In particular, he discussed the political challenges surrounding the transportation of
materials. One major problem he spoke about was choosing between shipping goods through the Red
Sea, which carries the risk of sinking due to political instability in the area, or taking a significantly
longer and more expensive route around it. This highlighted how global politics can directly impact
large-scale engineering projects.

Dr McNally also spoke about the widespread use of plastics and their importance in everyday life, from
medical equipment to packaging, construction and household items. He emphasised that while plastics
are often criticised for their environmental impacts, they remain essential to society. This reality,
underlines the urgent need to produce Ethene — a core component in plastic manufacturing — more
sustainably.

Overall, the talk was incredibly thought-provoking, giving us a clearer understanding of both the
difficulty involved in developing sustainable solutions and the importance of innovation to meet future
environmental challenges.

The Incredible Hulk. Going Green in the Modern World
With Dr John McNally CEO Project One (INEOS)



Throughout the lecture, Dr. Williams talked us through the challenges faced with expectations to reduce
carbon dioxide emissions whilst also meeting ever increasing demands for energy. The lecture provided
interesting food for thought regarding sustainability within energy production as Dr Williams talked us
through INEOS’s steps to capture carbon dioxide and store it in previous oil sites deep in the North Sea.
Dr Williams also explained how often governments and larger organisations tend to make it seem like we
must do all or nothing and change all our energy sources to renewables, however we need to do
everything in conjunction in order to ensure that energy sources will be sustainable and reliable for the
future energy demand. 

We also heard some interesting examples of recycling; such as using beards from muscles to spin
synthetic fibres to make insulation boards! Dr Peter Williams made sure that the lecture was informative,
listening to many queries from students and staff so that everyone understood his information. 

On behalf of everyone at Hutton, we’d like to give a big thanks to Dr Peter Williams for this amazing
opportunity and chance to learn about STEM outside of our curriculums!

Ghosting gas and oil: it’s more complicated
than that. We still need energy and things.
With Dr Peter Williams, Group Technology
Director & Head of Investor Relations, INEOS

Wednesday 17  December 2025th

Written by Eleanor A and Molly W-B, Year 12, Hutton Sixth
Form STEM Ambassadors 

On Wednesday the 17th of December, Hutton was
privileged to hold the last of our Christmas Lecture series,
‘Ghosting Gas and Oil: it’s more complicated than that.’,
delivered by none other than Dr. Peter Williams. 
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